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Beloved constituents of Matachewan,  
 
Firstly, the Matachewan Cemetery is showing its age and so are some of the 
grave markers. Over the decades, markers made of wood have slowly 
disintegrated leaving markers illegible, crumbling and as a result, many have 
vanished. It is my impression that the majority of the plots that no longer have 
markers also no longer have living relatives to care for them.  
  
Secondly, the Corporation of the Township of Matachewan is considering 
placing a more permanent and weather resistant marker at sites in need, this 
one time only. The new markers planned for these sites may be marble and flat 
which will make lawn care and cemetery maintenance and upkeep much easier.   

 
You are urged to contact the municipal office in writing without delay if; 
 

 you are aware of a marker that is missing or in need of replacing where 
the deceased no longer has living relatives 

 you are aware of a marker that is missing or in need of replacing where 
the deceased still has living relatives  

 you are opposed to having an old or missing marker in your care 
replaced or provided 
 

In addition to disappearing markers, I must address the problems caused by 
planting. Planting trees, bushes and shrubbery at the Matachewan Cemetery is 
prohibited. Roots are very invasive and can cause abutting plots to cave in. 
Planting has proven to be problematic during subsequent internments time 
and time again. Also, when trees mature, they and their branches carry with 
them the risk of falling and causing damage to more than one gravesite 
surrounding it. The more trees there are the more asymmetric the cemetery 
appears and the more difficult it is for Public Works to maintain the grounds.  
 
Furthermore, we ask that everyone makes a point of cleaning up any derelict 
plots in your care or of your concern. Remove,  replace or repair any and all 
aged tributes at the site or the municipality will take it upon themselves to 
decide for you which items will be removed and they will be discarded for you, 
such as; 
 

 dysfunctional solar lights 
 decomposing plush toys 
 faded silk flowers or arrangements 
 broken or disfigured tributes and monuments of any kind 
 neglected garden fencing, etc. 

  
Finally, the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Matachewan 
along with our newly formed cemetery committee consisting of Heather 
Martin, Kimberly Gauthier, Guy Dubé and myself are making plans for the 
future. The Committee will soon begin to hold regular meetings; however, 
“Many hands make light work”. If you have always expressed strong opinions 
and ideas about the management and maintenance of the cemetery and would 
like to be a part of the planning and implementation of the upgrades or be a 
part of the decision making process, now is your chance to volunteer to join 
the Cemetery Committee. Interested individuals can express their interest in 
writing today. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation, 
 
 
 
Beverley Hine  
  


