
Township of Matachewan  

Municipal Newsletter  

July– August 2026  

Vision Statement: Matachewan strives to preserve its friendliness and to create a progressive community that will have economic growth and bring wealth to all through strong  

leadership and community involvement.  

Council Meetings  
The meetings are held in the Council     

Chambers at 6:00 P.M. members of the   
Public are welcome to attend 

 all Council Meeting  
Next Council Meeting  

 

August 19th  

Tax and Utility Payments  
Tax and utility payments can be made by 

DEBIT, cheque, or cash or at the bank or 

online from RBC, TD, BMO, and Credit     

Union.  

Email accounting@matachewan.ca 

 for Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)  

Payments 

Tax bill send out July 17 

1st installment Due - August 28 

Water bills send out - August 14  

Recycling Dates 2026 
 

Recycling has Switched  
to every other 

Monday 
July 20 

August 3 

August 17 

August 31 
The speed limit within the          

Town of Matachewan is  

   40km/hr.   
ATV/Snowmobile  - 20km/hr. 

 

     Watch for Children Playing    
SLOW DOWN 

Township Office Holiday 
Hours 

   

Office CLOSED 
 

Monday August 3rd, 2026  
For  Civic Weekend  

Landfill will be OPEN  

We would like to invite our community 
members to register to vote and update 

their voter  information before the 
deadline of  

August 12, 2026,  
to ensure you are included on our             

Preliminary List of Electors 
Register to vote/update information 
here: https://www.registertovoteon.ca/  

Notice to Residents  
It has come to our attention that the life 

ring buoy at the beach has been used     
occasionally for play, left lying around and 

left knotted. While we love to see            
everyone having fun, we kindly ask parents 

and guardians to please  remind children 
that life ring buoys are not toys, they are 

vital, life-saving emergency tools.                                       

Thank you for your cooperation! 

By-Law 2013-15  
Reminder to Residents  

Schedule D “Animal Free Zones” 

No Pets at the Beach  
Pets are welcome at other public docks  

located in town  
Please clean up after your pets  

Thank you  

CONGRATULATIONS  

PAT HOPKINS  

On behalf of Council, Staff, and the          
residents of the Township of Matachewan, 
we would like to  congratulate Pat Hopkins 
on being selected as the 2025 Citizen of the 

Year. 

Pat is being recognized for his hard work & 
dedication to the beatification of our  

community. 

Thank you, Pat, for everything you do for 
Matachewan and for giving your time and 
effort to help make our community better. 

Congratulations on this well-deserved 
recognition! 

Thank You and All the Best! 

Holley Frank has been Administrative       
Assistant since 2019.  

Recently Holley has accepted a position 
with another agency. 

 Congratulations on Your New Adventures! 

Please Join us in thanking Holley. Any Team 
would be lucky to have someone as capable, 
dedicated, and community minded as you.  

Thank you to the countless ways you              
contributed to our municipality’s growth. 



Key guidelines to keep you safe when  

river swimming  

If you are venturing into rivers to swim, then 

these are key guidelines to keep you safe:  

1.  Know the body of water. Water source, risk of 

pollution/contaminants, flow rates and under 

currents, safe entry /exits points, potential under 

water hazards. Local knowledge is invaluable 

here. 

2. Dynamically risk assess the conditions, i.e. the 

water temp, flow and depth, air temp/wind chill, 

potential weather changes, potential debris or 

pollution in the water. Definitely avoid river swim-

ming for 3-Sdays after a storm and when a river is 

in spate ( a largely rain-fed, fast-flowing river). 

3. Never swim alone in rivers, and always have 

shore support, they are your call for help. 

4.  Always swim upstream from safe entry /exit 

points or be very clear on where the next safe exit 

points are if swimming downstream. 

5. Understand your tolerance of cold water. swim 

within your capabilities and be prepared for your 

post-swim recovery if swimming in the winter. If 

you have a long walk back after your swim be 

prepared for 'after drop' and the risk of post-swim 

hypothermia. Have an ICE plan. 

6. If the conditions aren't safe then you should 

walk away and accept that 'today is a                  

non-swimming' day. 

OPP urges boating safety as 249 fatalities  

recorded in Ontario waters since 2016  

By 98.9 my FM News/Oldies 99.7 staff May 21, 2026 I 6:48 AM  
The Ontario Provincial Police are issuing a strong safety reminder to boaters and paddlers 
ahead of the busy summer season, following concerning trends in marine fatalities across 

the province. Between 2016 and 2025, 249 people died in OPP-investigated boating  
incidents, including more than 100 individuals in human-powered watercraft such as  

canoes, kayaks and stand-up paddleboards.  

Police say the majority of those who died were not wearing a lifejacket or personal  
flotation device at the time of the incident, with capsizing and falling overboard identified 

as the most common causes of death.  

In total, 205 fatalities -about 83 per cent -involved victims who were either not  
wearing a life jacket or were wearing one improperly. Officers say this remains one of the 

most preventable factors in boating deaths.  

The OPP is also warning boaters about other contributing risks, including alcohol or drug  
impairment, inexperience, poor weather conditions and hazardous waterways. As part of 
Safe Boating Awareness Week, marine officers will be conducting patrols and promoting  

compliance with federal boating laws.  

Officials are urging all water users to ensure vessels are properly equipped, check weather 

conditions before heading out, and understand cold-water survival principles such as the 1- 

10-1 rule. Boaters are also reminded to remain sober on the water and to always wear a 

properly fitted lifejacket. 


